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German Federal Research Institute for Rural Areas, Forestry and Fisheries 
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Background

• § - Self-assessment is required by the German Animal 
Welfare Act since 2014

• No detailed provisions are give 
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Background

 Validity and reliability are 
safeguarded

 Indicators regarding most 
relevant animal welfare issues

 Simplified Guidelines for self-
assessment 

http://www.welfarequalitynetwork.net

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
http://www.welfarequalitynetwork.net/
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Guideline for self-assessment – cattle 

Link to download

Brinkmann, J.; Cimer, K.; March, S.; Ivemeyer, S.; Pelzer, A.; Schultheiß, U.; Zapf, R.; Winckler, 
C. (2020): Tierschutzindikatoren: Leitfaden für die Praxis – Rind. Vorschläge für die 
Produktionsrichtungen Milchkuh, Aufzuchtkalb, Mastrind. KTBL, Darmstadt, 2. Auflage 

Background

https://www.ktbl.de/fileadmin/user_upload/Allgemeines/Download/Tierwohl/Leitfaden2020_Mastrinder.pdf
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Project Outputs 
https://www.ktbl.de/themen/tierwohlbewertung

https://www.ktbl.de/themen/tierwohlbewertung
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Project Outputs 

Nasal discharge

Lean animals

Cleanliness

Integument alterations

Claw condition

Lameness

Tongue rolling

Animal Welfare Indicators
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Online Training Course
tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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Online Training Course
tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/


22.11.2021
Seite 13 Cimer et al. 

E-Learning beef cattle welfare – BovINE webinar

Online Training Course
tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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• 1.040 pictures/ videos

• Developed a silver standard 

tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
Online Training Course

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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Online Training Course
tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
Online Training Course

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
Online Training Course

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
Online Training Course

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
Online Training Course

https://tierschutzindikatoren-schulung.ktbl.de/
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On farm – evaluation

• 44 cattle farms 

(20 beef cattle/ 24 dairy & calves)

• Farmers trained on ABI

• Protocols tested on-farm by farmers 

• Evaluation of the concept

© stock.adobe.com | Ahavelaar aus EiKoTiGer-

Projektkonsortium (2021) 

© agrarfoto.com aus EiKoTiGer-Projekt-

konsortium (2021) 
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On farm – evaluation

Scoring scale 
1 (very good) to 6 (very bad) Median

mean
(min.-max.)

Integration in daily routine (n=41) 2
2,1 

(1-4)

Continuation of self-assessment (n=38) 2
2,3

(1-6)
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On farm – evaluation

Scoring scale 
1 (very good) to 6 (very bad) Median

mean
(min.-max.) 

Guideline for self-assessment (n=38) 2
1,9 

(1-3)

Online training course (n=18) 2 
1,7 

(1-3)
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On farm – evaluation

yes (n)

Had their view on the animals changed? 90 % 41
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On farm – evaluation

yes (n)

Changes on farm during the project period. 55 % 40
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Conclusion

• Online training supports the assessment of animal welfare 

• Helps to identify relevant problems at an early stage 

• Concept was well received by farmers

• Main parts were evaluated positively 

• Guideline, online training and assessment tools were further improved 

Available at: https://www.ktbl.de/themen/tierwohlbewertung

https://www.ktbl.de/themen/tierwohlbewertung
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Thank you for your attention!

For further information and questions contact:

kornel.cimer@thuenen.de

https://www.ktbl.de/themen/tierwohlbewertung

mailto:kornel.cimer@thuenen.de
https://www.ktbl.de/themen/tierwohlbewertung

